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September Meeting 
11th September 2018 

Bowen Hall 
Coffee 9:50am 

Roger Chappell 
Bee Keeping 

Chairperson’s Message 

W e l c o m e t o S e p t e m b e r ' s 
newsletter.
I have left you in the trusty hands of 
Kate and the committee as we take 
a break.
All enjoy hearing about Beekeeping 
at monthly meeting.

November is becoming closer & 
closer so that means AGM. We are 
in need of more commit tee 
members. We would like you to 
give i t some thought and i f 
interested contact either myself or 
Debbie Hardy. 

Carol Boyd.
01325496153
07790584120

carolboydu3a@gmail.com

Last Month’s Speaker 

Geoff Hughes was due to spook us 
wi th Ghost ly happenings in 
Northumbria, but unfortunately the 
Ghosts refused to join us preferring 
to stay safely in their hidden 
haunted homes! However we were 
n o t d i s a p p o i n t e d a s G e o f f 
entertained us with a thoroughly 
enjoyable talk about the Songs and 
Stor ies o f Nor thumbr ia . We 
proceeded with an interactive 
session of singing together having 
been provided with songsheets. 

For every song we sang -- and 
others we did not-- Geoff gave us a 
full background of the history of 
thei r backgrounds which he 
delivered with fascinating historical 
facts, humour and energy. We were 
informed of the origins of the 

Future Speakers  
Sept. Roger Chappell

Darlington Beekeepers
Association

Oct. Barbara Dixon
A ramble around the 
Register Office

Nov. AGM
Dec. Jean’s Sing Along Shows

Story of Marie Lloyd and
King Edward VII

Jan Peter Barron 
Cloudy, Rain Later

Feb. Ian Mcardle
The Suffragette
Emily Davison

March James O’Connor
Dorothy’s Well Project
Tanzania

April Chris Lloyd

Friendship Force which began in 
1972 when President Jimmy Carter 
and his wife Rosalynn visited the 
North East. Rosalynn was so 
impressed with the local people 
that she wanted to encourage their 
place on the map! 400 local people 
got together and formed this new 
group which is now a worldwide 
organisation, having exchange 
visits of folk across the globe. 
Northern songs are sung in native 
languages and it was amusing to 
imagine “My Bonny lies over the 
Ocean” in Japanese. 

Geoff introduced poignancy and 
hilarity with his solo rendition of “ 
Little Whippet” accompanied by his 
very sad looking stuffed whippet 
generously made by his wife. We 
were in fits of laughter. 

Geoff’s presentation lifted our 
spirits all having enjoyed a joyous 
hour. Hopefully we will see him 
again as he has numerous talks 
ready prepared. Thank you Geoff! 

Rosina Rowley

mailto:carolboydu3a@gmail.com
mailto:carolboydu3a@gmail.com
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room with its bust of Sir Walter 
Scott and the 40 foot high drawing 
room, lined with paintings – the 
most famous being the Rokeby 
Venus (a copy, the original was 
sold to the nation). 

This was a most interesting visit 
and we can a l l t ho rough l y 
recommend it to anyone who has 
never yet visited Rokeby; its only a 
20 minute drive from Darlington!

Intermediate walk 
20th August 

11 walkers met at Hury Dam car 
park. After walking across the end 
of the dam to the north side an 
orderly queue formed for the one 
toilet before we set off for the walk. 
It took about 20 minutes for this 
necessary operation to take place.
It was a warm but cloudy day with 
the odd shower. We kept putting 
our coats on and then removing 
them after a few minutes. We 
walked beside the dam for a couple 
of miles before tentatively crossing 
a field manouvering past a herd of 
bullocks. Once past we walked 
through fields where we discovered 
mushrooms. We managed to pick a 
carrier bag full in no time. We felt 
sorry for Howard who produced the 
bag and ended up carrying it for the 
rest of the way
We reached the former home of 
Hannah Hauxwell and her meadow 
nature reserve, had lunch then 
walked along the South side of 
Blackmon reservoir and Hury 
dam back to the car park to 
share out the mushrooms.

Local History 
9th August 

Visit to Queen Elizabeth Sixth 
Form College 

The students may be enjoying their 
summer break, but members of the 
Local History Group went back to 
co l l ege t o l ea rn abou t t he 
background and development of 
Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form 
College in Vane Terrace,
The visit was led by Linda Chadd, 
who told of the original Victorian 
building’s design by renowned local 
architect GG Hoskins in the 1870s. 
In those days it was the Queen 
Elizabeth Grammar School for boys 
– the school had occupied a 
number of locations near St 
Cu thber t ’s Church a f te r i t s 
foundation in 1563. Conveniently, 
the school was granted its charter 
by Elizabeth I while the sixth form 
college was formed in 1970 in the 
reign of Elizabeth II.

Linda recalled many of her own 
memories of working at the college, 
and showed the g roup the 
impressive main hall, complete with 
stained glass and organ, and the 
labyrinth of rooms old and new 
which make up the college today. 
A highlight was climbing up the 
clock tower, where superb views 
over the town and to the hills and 
dales beyond were enjoyed. Linda 
told us that during the war the 
tower was a fire watching lookout 
post.

With the college now home to 
about 2,000 students, up from the 
900 peak of the grammar school, 
much new building has taken 
place, and almost every square 
foot is now utilised on the rather 
cramped site. It would certainly be 
easy to get lost there! The arts 
department was a particularly large 
and impressive space.
One of the few reminders of the old 
grammar school still in public view 
were the wooden honours boards 
lining a corridor near the library, 

Recent Events

featuring rugby, football and cricket 
captains, academic prizes and 
s c h o o l h e a d s a n d c o l l e g e 
principals, with several familiar 
names among the lists.

The tour brought back many 
memories for one of the group 
[Andrew Brown], who went to the 
grammar school in 1966 and was 
also among the first sixth form 
college students in 1970. Bits of the 
building were just about familiar, 
including the clock tower where 
music lessons were held so less 
than tuneful practice did not disturb 
other classes. Sadly, though, the 
playground – scene of endless 
football games and ice slides – has 
almost completely vanished under 
new buildings.

Linda was thanked by all for a 
fascinating morning.

Andrew Brown

Local History 
21st August 

Visit to Rokeby Park on 21st 
August 

A small group of 12 members 
enjoyed an excellent visit to 
Rokeby Hall (the second made by 
our U3A group) where Tony Wood 
guided us through the house and 
identified the many wonderful 
pieces of furniture, works of art and 
decoration.   The house had 
originally been designed and built 
by Sir Thomas Robinson in the 
Palladian style and subsequently 
sold to the Morritt family who still 
own it. 

We entered the house through 
what had originally been the back 
door, leading into the low ceilinged 
entrance hall (previously servants’ 
quarters) and thence into the Print 
Room with its amazing decorative 
walls.   From there we were 
introduced to the ‘Needlepaintings’ 
of Anne Morritt, the spacious dining 
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Intermediate walk 
6th August  

11 walkers set off from Middleham 
and for a while we followed some 
beautiful racehorses from Mark 
Johnston’s stables as they headed 
for their morning exercise on the 
Gallups - a two mile stretch of open 
land.  We walked by the side of the 
road below the Gallups and 
crossed a field, then through 
woodland by the side of the river to 
the village of Coverham with its 
lovely church and the impressive 

remains of an abbey.      Our walk 
continued to Tupgill Park Estate 
with its excellent gardens where 
the Forbidden Corner is situated, a 
labyrinth of follies, chambers, 
tunnels and surprises and an 
enjoyable experience for families.  
After a welcome lunch break in the 
Corner Cafe, we walked to the lake 
with its ornate bridge and had a 
look inside the beautiful fish 
temple.   

On our return journey we climbed 
uphill until we reached the Gallups 
and it was interesting to see the 
mobile starting gate and the jumps 
which are used for training the 
h o r s e s .   We a d m i r e d t h e 
m a g n i fi c e n t v i e w s a c r o s s 
Wensleydale and eventually we 
reached the site of Middleham 

We all felt it was a lovely walk   led 
by Gail Bishop.

I think  Howard  was glad to get the 
mushrooms off his back.I hope 
everybody enjoyed them.

Alec Robinson

Music for Pleasure 
17th August  

The meeting was arranged to be at 
Eileen's, but I had an SOS phone 
cal l to say that part of the 
programme had gone missing, 
valiant efforts with the TV made no 
avail so we decided to hold it at 
Garthorne avenue.
The programme was "Young Gifted 
and Classical" the story of the life 
of Sheku Kenneh-Mason, one of 7 
gifted siblings ni a very musical 
household. Sheku took up   the 
Cello at an early age and won the 
Young Musician of the year contest 
2018 which catapulted him to fame. 
The programme was really a life 
story of Sheku and his family. WE 
followed this after the usual coffee 
break with a YouTube recording of 
him playing Bruch's "Koi Nidrei and 
finished with the Cello pieced he 
played for the Royal Wedding.

Barry Garnett

Intermediate walk 
6th August 

11 walkers set off from Middleham 
and for a while we followed some 
beautiful racehorses from Mark 
Johnston’s stables as they headed 
for their morning exercise on the 
Gallups - a two mile stretch of open 
land.  We walked by the side of the 
road below the Gallups and 
crossed a field, then through 
woodland by the side of the river to 
the village of Coverham with its 
lovely church and the impressive 
remains of an abbey.      Our walk 
continued to Tupgill Park Estate 
with its excellent gardens where 
the Forbidden Corner is situated, a 

Castle, the childhood home of 
Richard III.   Soon it was time to 
drive back to Darlington and on the 
way home we all met in Bedale for 
tea.

This was a lovely walk, full of 
interesting things to see.   Thank 
you to Elaine and Mary, our walk 
leaders.

Mavis and Howard Masters

Recent Events
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Group Contacts 
Boules
Sue 07811 129179
Bridge
Eric 720260
Canasta
Margaret 485403
Current Affairs
Kathy 462020
Design Appreciation
Clive 358247
Discoverers
Carol 496153
Hill Walking
Liz 359921
Intermediate Walking
Dave 496153
Local History
Debbie 482165
Mah-Jong
Adrienne 482386
Music for Pleasure
Pat & Barry 482391
Play Reading
Muriel 486129
Reading Group
Ann 356847
Rummikub
Liz 359921
Strollers
Debbie 482165
Theatre
Joan 358247

Autumn Day Out 
Bronte Country 

Friday 5th October 
A full day out at Haworth costing  
£8.50 which includes an illustrated 
talk and entrance in to the 
Parsonage.   Sturdy footwear 
advised as the Parsonage is 
located at the top of the village 
which is a cobbled inclined street 
from the bottom of the village.  
Coach departs at 9am sharp from 
Cockerton Library.   Coach fare will 
be added to the day's cost but 
should be under £10!!   List out at 
general meeting

Contact Rosina on 483 416

Boules 
Boules is being played on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday of each month 
at The Hurworth Grange. Anyone 
is welcome to come and give it a 
go if they just call or email me first. 
Our next boules sessions will be 
h e l d o n W e d n e s d a y 1 2 t h 
September and then the 26th.

Contact Sue on 359651

Bridge 
M o r e p e o p l e n e e d e d f o r 
this wonderful game. 
We have great fun, while we learn. 
There is plenty of humour, and we 
are a friendly group. Whether you 
have ever played or not you will be 
welcome. We have gone away for 
holidays in which we walk during 
the day, and play bridge in the 
evenings, and imbibe a little. Or 
not so little ! So walkers are 
welcome ! You can reach me at 
neukman07@gmail.com.

Contact Eric on 720260

Canasta 
We meet at the Travellers Rest at 
1:45 on 1st & 3rd Thursdays each 
month. We have more room here 
and new members are very 
welcome 

Contact Margaret on 485403

Current Affairs 
We meet on the last Tuesday of 
the month - 25th September

Kathy Clulee on 01325 462020

Design Appreciation 
There is no meeting planned for 
August and our next meeting will 
b e o n T h u r s d a y t h e 2 7 t h 
September.

Contact Clive on 358247 or
cliveabreeves@me.com

Hill Walking  
The next walk will be around 
Wolsingham on Fr iday 21st 
September. Meet at ED Waker 
Homes at 9.30

Contact Susan on 252713
Liz on 359921

Discoverers 
Friday September 21st I look 
forward to meeting all those of you 
who are going to Ampleforth Abbey 
at Cockerton Library to leave at 
9am.
Arrival tea,coffee, biscuits. Orchard 
tour & cider tasting. Lunch then 
time to yourselves to explore 
leaving at 4pm to return home.
More information contact 

Carol Boyd
01325496153
07790584120

carolboydu3a@gmail.com

Garden Group 
We are still looking for suggestions 
and offers to keep this group going

Contact a Committee Member

Intermediate Walking
Monday September 17th. Leaving 
Cockerton Car Park at 9-30 am.
Our yearly walk from Sandends to 
Whitby. A flat beach walk (fingers 
crossed) that the sea is out. The 
walk may have a twist. Fish and 
chips in Whitby then you can either 
spend time in Whitby, catch the 
bus back remember your pass or 
stroll straight back to enjoy a 
cuppa or ice cream at Sandsend. 

Monday October 1st 
At present no leader. Meet 
Cockerton Car Park to leave at 
10am with fruit for break & lunch. 

Contact
 Dave on 496153 

goggledaveboyd1954@gmail.com

Mah-Jong 
We would welcome one or two 
more members if anyone would 
like to join our group and learn to 
play this enjoyable game. We meet 
in   members homes on the 2nd 
and 4th Monday of each month at 
2.00pm. 

Contact Adrienne on 482386

Future Events
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Rummikub
The Rummikub group meets 
10.00-12.00 on the first Friday of 
every month. It is a brilliant tile – 
based board game, easy to learn 
but with levels of cunning which 
test the little grey cells and cause 
much admiration and gnashing of 
teeth in equal proportion. We play 
with intent but huge friendliness 
and fortuitously everyone won at 
least once and all went home very 
happy. I do recommend this happy 
way to start the weekend and the 
month. Next Meeting Friday 7th 
September

Contact Liz on 359921

Proposed Trip 
2019

It is proposed that we arrange a trip 
away in September 2019 with a two 
night stopover.  We are currently in 
t h e p r o c e s s o f m a k i n g 
a r r a n g e m e n t s a n d f u r t h e r 
information will be available at the 
August monthly meeting. 

We propose to travel to the 
Derbyshire/Staffordshire area with 
a stop at a visitor attraction on the 
outward journey, the venue for this 
stop is yet to be decided.  We will 
then proceed to our hotel for a two 
night stay.  The second day will be 
spent at the National Arboretum 
and on the third day we propose a 
visit to Chatsworth House before 
setting off on our return journey. 

Regarding the hotel, this will be on 
a bed, breakfast and evening meal 
basis and, as additional charges 
are likely for single rooms, it is 
strongly recommended that you 
share with a friend to minimise 
costs and to ensure that sufficient 
suitable rooms are available.

If you are interested in this 
excursion, please sign the form 
which will be in the annexe at the 
m e e t i n g , i n d i c a t i n g y o u r 
preferences where required.  If you 
wish to add your name but are 
unable to attend the meeting 
please contact me on 07902 
697508.  Deposits will be required 
at the September meeting.

Pauline Noble   

U3A Christmas Lunch 

This year our Christmas lunch will 
be held on Friday 14th December at 
the Freemasons’ Hall. We are 
trying a different venue based on 
members’ recommendations.

Menu choice and the list will be 
available for signing up at the 
September and October meetings.
Details of price and meal options 
will be available shortly.

Lunch Group 
New Lunch group will begin in 
September.

Contact Kathy 462020

Local History 
On 18th  September we have a 
Members morning at Bradbury 
House. We are looking forward to a 
Presentation from two of our 
Members on Southend 'From 
Quaker to Catholic; the story of 
Southend.
 
If you have any local knowledge 
you would like to share please let 
Debbie or Ruth know as soon as 
possible.
 
Any member of South Durham U3A 
is welcome to come along.

Debbie Hardy on 482165 
or 07832 694353. 

Music for Pleasure 
This will be again at Garthorne 
Avenue when we shall be watching 
the Nutcraker Ballet by Peter 
Wright written for the Birmingham 
Ballet but performed this time by 
the Australian Ballet. The October 
meeting will  be at Chris Lunn's in 
Richmond.

Contact Barry on 482391 

Play Reading 
A long summer break and we’ll 
meet again at Muriel’s on Tuesday 
16th October.   Such a long summer 
holiday!

Contact Muriel on 486129

Reading Group 
The meeting on 12 September will 
take place at Ann's and our book 
will be Holy Island, a thriller with 
local interest by Peter James 

Contact Ann on 3568847

Sunday Club 
Our Sunday Coffee Group will 
recommence in September.

We will need a new leader

Future Events
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October Calendar 

Future Events

Items for the Newsletter, including Future Events and their dates, should be sent to Clive, by email, at
cliveabreeves@me.com

The last day of the month is the latest date for insertion in the following month’s edition

1st Saturday
2nd Sunday
3rd Monday Intermediate Walking
4th Tuesday Committee Meeting
5th Wednesday Bridge
6th Thursday Canasta
7th Friday Rummikub
8th Saturday
9th Sunday Sunday Club
10th Monday Mah-Jong
11th Tuesday General Meeting
12th Wednesday Bridge, Reading Group, Boules
13th Thursday
14th Friday
15th Saturday
16th Sunday
17th Monday Intermediate Walking 
18th Tuesday Music for Pleasure, Local History
19th Wednesday Bridge
20th Thursday Canasta
21st Friday Hill Walking, Discoverers
22nd Saturday
23rd Sunday
24th Monday Mah-Jong
25th Tuesday Current Affairs
26th Wednesday Bridge, Boules
27th Thursday Design Appreciation
28th Friday
29th Saturday
30th Sunday

September Calendar 

1st Monday Intermediate Walking
2nd Tuesday Committee Meeting
3rd Wednesday Bridge
4th Thursday Canasta
5th Friday Rummikub, Haworth visit
6th Saturday
7th Sunday Sunday Club
8th Monday Mah-Jong
9th Tuesday General Meeting
10th Wednesday Bridge, Reading Group, Boules
11th Thursday
12th Friday
13th Saturday
14th Sunday
15th Monday Intermediate Walking
16th Tuesday Music for Pleasure, Local History

Play Reading
17th Wednesday Bridge
18th Thursday Canasta
19th Friday Hill Walking
20th Saturday
21st Sunday
22nd Monday Mah-Jong
23rd Tuesday
24th Wednesday Bridge, Boules
25th Thursday Design Appreciation
26th Friday
27th Saturday
28th Sunday
29th Monday
30th Tuesday Current Affairs
31st Wednesday
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