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South Durham U3A 

Active in Darlington, Cockerton and surrounding areas 
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Monthly Newsletter – November 2019 – No 205 

This Month’s Meeting – Tuesday 12
th

 November – AGM & Social Event 

9.45 – 10.45: Time to visit all our Groups in the Hall to see what they offer.  Refreshments 

available.   

11.00 AGM    

11.30 – 12 Sign up and/or Pay for group activities, meals, trips  

Chair’s Message 

As you will see from the box above this year’s AGM Meeting will be a completely different set up. It’s a great occasion 

to find out about all the groups we have on offer.  All our groups should be represented so that you can actually see 

what Mah Jong or Rummikub look like – or consider whether you might enjoy joining Current Affairs or a Reading 

group.  

It’s a perfect opportunity to bring along prospective members.  Perhaps you have a friend who wonders if U3A would 

be right for them.  Invite them to come with you on the 12th November and they can see for themselves.   They will be 

welcome to stay for the AGM but won’t be able to vote as they aren’t members.    

In 2020 I am stepping back from booking any day outings so if you wish to carry on with these, we will need a member 

or members to take on the role.  Also, we are looking for members to do a short write up on the monthly speaker - 

there will be a list to sign up at the November meeting.   

 Carol Boyd Carolboydu3a@gmail.com 

LAST MONTH’S SPEAKER  

Secrets of the Attic 2    Tony Nicholson  

This was Tony Nicholson’s second visit to talk to our group and once again he didn’t fail to entertain.  He picked up 

with the story of the Victorian photos, letters and souvenirs he’d found in the loft of his house in Brotton back in 1999. 

We had already learned of the back story of Annie Johnson which he had pieced together from these treasures, but 

today he developed her story further – concentrating more on Gus, her husband, who turned out to be a very 

interesting character! 

Evidence showed that Annie had married Gus, a widower, in 1899, three years after meeting him at a ‘Midnight 

Dance’ held in the garden of his father’s vicarage near Gainford.  However, a year or so later she was obviously alone 

and a letter referred to a ‘vile drunken woman’ who was now in his life!  

Tony talked us through his research of items from his loft, coupled with internet searches and conversations with 

people in Oklahoma, South Africa, Long Beach California and finally a distant relative of Gus in Morpeth.  It was like a 

detective pulling together pieces of evidence which didn’t add up as Gus appears to have been less than truthful in his 

dealings with the women in his life! 
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Gus’ family believe he married Mary Frances Loughan in London and they 

had a daughter Liebe Mary (known as Beezie) born in 1892.  As no official 

records exist anywhere (and Tony had clearly been thorough in his research) 

it would appear that Gus and Mary never married – they ‘lived in sin’.  Letters 

indicate that Gus (who was a sailor) travelled up to Liverpool where he lived 

(in sin again) with a barmaid Agnes McWiliam. 

Gus travelled home to the north for Christmas in 1898 where he must have 

met up again with Annie Johnson whom he then married, in Middlesbrough, 

in July 1999.  He claimed to be a widower on his marriage certificate as his 

first wife (Mary) was now dead – she wasn’t his wife and she wasn’t dead 

either. Even more interesting was Agnes McWilliams was a witness at his 

wedding to Annie (she was the ‘vile drunken woman’ referred to the letter). 

After the wedding he almost immediately set sail for Constantinople and his 

letters indicate that Annie had a baby boy in October of that year.  This 

would suggest that he married her because she was pregnant.   

Gus then signed up to join the Army and fight in the Boer War after which he 

returned to Manchester and moved back in with Agnes.   She now had a 

baby girl, Agnes Stella Bowen, who could not be the child of Gus as he was 

away at the time – but he is named on the birth certificate.  Meanwhile there 

is no evidence of his real wife Annie having a child at all.  

Gus remained with Agnes for the next 20 years and in 1922 they finally married – for him this is bigamous as he was 

still married to Annie!  Finally, however Agnes left him and Gus took his own life rather than live without her.   

Tony took us through his research with humour and I am sure everybody in the room enjoyed his presentation which 

was extremely well illustrated and clearly explained.  However, Gus’ life still seems to leave a lot of unanswered 

questions, but maybe that will be another story.   Ruth Beckett 

 

REPORTS FROM GROUPS  

 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 
The current affairs group had their monthly meeting on 29th October at Gill Turnbull’s the new venue. There were 9 

members present. We discussed a wide variety of topics, including human trafficking and the horrors of recent events. 

Electric cars pros and cons, equality and political correctness and how it effects our daily lives. Inevitably Brexit and 

the announcement of a December general election and what that would achieve. A lively discussion for 2 hours with a 

variety of opinions.  Gill Turnbull  

DESIGN APPRECIATION 
Our meeting on the 24th October had the theme of Packaging Design, a subject prompted by our meeting in July, 50 
shades of ‘A’. This had shown the connection between a product and the graphical design of the chosen typeface and 
this meeting looked at how products were packaged and what that packaging expressed. We also heard of 
questionable, if not ludicrous use of packaging for single turnips in shrink sealed plastic and a single banana in 
cardboard tray with plastic film to protect its disposable and bio degradable skin. 
 
We viewed a number of container designs which were undeniably original and well crafted, such as a folded label on a 
bottle of Origami Beer, or a bottle of Cava with a bouquet of flowers as its inverted label, or toilet rolls wrapped and 
coloured as fruit, where the aim of these was to provide an eye catching or amusing image to promote sales. But is 
good packaging design only about visibility on the supermarket shelf? Cost, sustainability and overall economy of 
transportation should also have an influence and we saw other designs where a minimalist graphical design told you a 
lot about the product, largely through your own imagination or sight. Examples of Yakult mini plastic bottles and a six 
pack of beer showed that inner and outer packaging work together in reducing material used and provide the means 
for advertising, handling and carrying. 
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We also saw how manufacturers can cheat with packaging, where a box with a half window front can hide the fact that 
the top half is empty. Plastic drums of sweets do not reveal that the sweets surround a cardboard filler tube or a 
packet with a partly illustrated plastic wrapper hides the empty section and that the contents do not match the image 
anyway. We have all encountered these packaging tricks. 
 
Finally, we saw how to design and construct a box for a product and the example we looked at actually came down to 
a series of mathematical formulae based on the final external dimensions. For the cardboard sheet to be cut, then 
trimmed and folded was a surprisingly complex operation.  Clive Reeves 
 
DISCOVERERS 
No visit this month instead we met at Phixx, a new café on Skinnergate where Carol talked us through her plans for 
next year.  As usual she has put together an interesting and varied programme of visits through 2020 to keep us all 
busy.   
 
GARDENING GROUP  
On Wednesday 9th October a group of 7 members gathered at Jean’s house in Hurworth to admire her tidy garden 
with well stocked borders, pick apples from her lovely mature tree, drink tea & coffee and chat.  We agreed that this 
would be the last visit of the year as our gardens are now ‘going over’ but we would like to resume the group next 
spring.  It has been a very rewarding summer for this newly revived group which began in May and has grown steadily 
along with our flowers! Ruth Beckett  
 
GARDEN VISITS GROUP 23/10/2019 Himalayan Garden 
Beautiful blue skies and warm sun shone on the Himalayan Garden in Grewelthorpe, offering spectacular views down 
the steep sided valley to deep lakes. The slopes were lushly planted with trees in autumnal colours, flowers and 
shrubs which were mainly rhododendrons and azaleas. Throughout the garden and lakes, sometimes hidden, were 83 
stunning sculptures using a range of materials. The 45 acres have winding paths, steps and Japanese style red 
bridges as well as a pagoda and a Norse cabin.  
 
To complete the day the cafe offered tasty meals and there was a nursery with a selection of plants.  This was 
thoroughly enjoyed by 14 ladies and David our superb driver who safely navigated the narrow lanes, closed roads and 
farm vehicles. Pam Todd 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HILL WALKING 18th October 

Due to all the rain we have had, we decided to forgo the walk round Cow Green Reservoir.   Instead 3 of us set off 

from Romaldkirk, to walk down to Egglestone Bridge and across the River Tees. From here we walked east up the 

steep steps through the woodland to reach fields on the way to Cotherstone. We decided to have our fruit/lunch stop 

when Dave saw a convenient tree trunk, with views across the river and beyond. After a short diversion to the 

viewpoint of Percy Myer Rock, we descended to cross the river and into Cotherstone. Our way back was along the old 

railway line, and when the sun came out, we had to stop and enjoy this rarity! 

On reaching Romaldkirk, we decided to go to the Kirk Inn for a drink. It was an education- definitely not the same 

standard as the Rose and Crown!!!  Susan Storey 
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INTERMEDIATE WALKING  7 October 

Due to the weather, only one person turned up for my walk. We decided to do a short walk to the nearest café instead! 

Thank you for your company Pauline. 

I then went to see how much water was at Broken Scar- a lot! As the sky had cleared, I started to walk along towards 

Blackwell and met another U3A member, Kath. We did a linear walk along the river. So you could say we had an 

intermediate walk that day!!!!  Susan Storey 

LOCAL HISTORY 15/10/2019 Topic:- The Richmond building Preservation Trust [RBPT] “The Old Grammar 

School Richmond” project.   Speaker:-James Gravenor. 

This talk was prompted by a recent visit of the group to Richmond Station where we saw a display outlining the 
proposed renovation and development of the Old Grammar School which is a close neighbour of the Station. 
However, since our visit the Trust received the sad news that the project was NOT awarded the lottery funding 
required to proceed with the development. 
Nevertheless, James delivered an interesting talk on the history of the Old Grammar School and some of its notable 
alumni before explaining the reasons for its unsuccessful lottery bid. 
 
History 
The first mention of a school in Richmond was in 1392 in the reign of Richard 11 when the school was based in the 
Church of St Mary’s. 150 years later when Richmondshire was a place of importance with 2 Members of Parliament 
and 9 Chantries it was at the centre of the Yorkshire rebellion against the Dissolution of the Monasteries. By the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth 1 the first court action to retrieve money from the Chantries in 1563 failed but later a compromise 
was struck and by 1567 money from the Chantries was used to set up the first Churchyard School. This was a Free 
School if you lived in Richmond with the proviso that pupils had to be able to read the Latin Bible and pay for their own 
stationery. 
In 1677 the school was rebuilt and enlarged and it was expanded further in 1815 – even then only Religious 
Instruction, Latin and Greek were taught, then Maths and French were introduced and the normal full curriculum was 
introduced in 1864. All pupils were male and all Heads were Clergymen. The most famous Headmaster was James 
Tate 1st who married an actress and forged strong links between the School and the Georgian theatre. In his tenure 
the School was very successful, sending 150 boys to University including 99 to Trinity College Cambridge. 
The school educated boarders who paid and local boys for free. Famous politicians sent their sons there including 
George Grey of Newcastle who coined the seal of the Darlington & Stockton Railway “At private risk for public 
service”. 
In 1850 the Architect George Townsend Andrews was commissioned to design a new school    
and the Railway built a new bridge and enabled the building of the new school on the site. In 1867 there was the 
addition of the “Big School” designed by ecclesiastical architects and it was on the cusp of being a “Top Public School” 
but not quite! 
In 2004 the building was listed Grade 2 and right up to 2014 Year 7 pupils [ males & females!] of Richmond School still 
went to the Old Grammar School building for a year before transferring to the new school on Darlington Road. In 2014 
North Yorkshire County Council gave the entire building to Richmond District Council who have used the Mercury 
House section as Council Offices. However, the remaining buildings had become dilapidated and the District Council 
suggested a scheme but in 2017 NY County Council withdrew funding and RBPT was asked to be involved following 
the success of the Richmond Station Project. 
 
Alumni 

• John Bathurst - 1637 M.P. for Richmond & Surgeon to Oliver Cromwell 

• Francis Nicholson – 1655 Became Governor General of New England & later Nova Scotia 

• Fletcher Norton - 1770 Speaker of the House of Commons [not popular] 

• Charles Grey- 1782 Prime Minister – sent 2 sons to the Old Grammar school 

• Marcus Beresford – 1819 – Primate of All Ireland 

• Charles Dodgson [Lewis Carroll] - 1830s- attended whilst his Father was Rector of Croft 

• Brigadier “Duff” Doyle – brother of Arthur Conan-Doyle 

• Baroness Hale of the Supreme Court - attended the Girls’ School & learnt Latin & Greek with the boys 

• Amanda Berry – CEO of BAFTA 
 
The Lottery Bid 
Phase 1[2011-2017] of the renovation and development project was funded predominantly by £180,000 from the 
Lottery Fund which paid for Architects’ plans, surveys and public consultations to come up with ideas for the 
development. Due to its dilapidated state a new roof and new flooring was required which increased the cost 
considerably.   
There were some excellent ideas put forward including the development of a Youth Hostel; a Secular Community 
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Centre, a Cafe & space for small businesses to use facilities on a “hot desking” basis at a minimal cost. 
A bid for £1.8 million of Lottery money was made [cost of the project was estimated at £2.6 million] & the remaining 
cash was to be made up from £800,000 in low interest rate loans & donations including one of £75,000 from an ex 
pupil Sir Derek Morne who was the CEO of Citibank in New York. 
James was very upset about losing the bid as he had been both Chair and Director of Finance for the project. 
However, he explained that there had been a change of geographical areas for allocation of Lottery funds so that 
Yorkshire & Humberside is now combined with both the North East & North West regions. Therefore, there is far more 
competition for funding & the funds have been reduced due to a decrease in sales of Lottery tickets. The successful 
bids included Blackpool Entertainment Museum & the renovation of the Art Deco Odeon Cinema & Arts Centre in 
Bradford. 
Many thanks to James for an interesting talk on what was obviously an emotional subject for him. Stella Barnes                                                                                 
  

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP VISIT TO Darlington Railway Museum  
 

On 22nd October a group of 14 members met at the Head of Steam 
with Sarah Goldsborough who had delivered an interesting talk a few 
months ago.  This was her opportunity to show us the various 
buildings in the vicinity of the station and give us a detailed visit to 
the museum complete with 
refreshments.  The museum is a 
warm, bright, welcoming building, 
full of information clearly laid out to 
explain the development of 
Darlington’s railway history 
complete with actual engines – 
most especially Locomotion which 
takes pride of place.  There was 
also a Third-Class Carriage in 

which we took our seats – we knew our place!   
 
Sarah is clearly very enthusiastic about her job – many school groups visit the museum and it offers a wide range of 
activities for a variety of different groups on the days when it is open. It was decked out for Halloween on our visit.  
 
In 6 years, they will be celebrating the 200th anniversary of the birth of the Stockton & Darlington railway – so there will 
be more money available to support and promote this significant event.  I for one will be following their progress with 
interest.  Ruth Beckett        
 
MUSIC FOR PLEASURE  
Somewhat belated meeting this month due to us having a few days in Scotland.   
We watched this time Simon Rattle and the Berlin Phil. Playing Beethoven’s 2nd and 5th symphonies with the usual 
coffee tea and biscuits in between.  Barry Garnett 
 
PLAYREADING GROUP Tuesday 15th October  
For the second time we completed Francis Durbridge’s ‘Deadly Nightcap’ which had us guessing who did what right to 
the end, again! 
Next month we shall be turning away from murder mystery to read an Alan Bennett play - ‘The Old Country’.  These 
plays are borrowed from the Gainford Players, to whom we are extremely grateful. Muriel Jones  
 
READING GROUP 1  A Harvest of Thorns by Corban  Addison. 

• 12th November 2012 Dhaka garment factory fire. 

• April 24th 2013 Rana Plaza collapse. 
Some of you may remember these terrible events as they were very much in the news at the time and evoked much 
soul -searching in the press regarding the responsibilities of western clothing companies in their insatiable demands 
for cheap clothing at the expense of workers’ rights. 
The book explores this sad story. It is a novel but also an in-depth study of how this market works. The fictional story 
describes the sufferings of individuals caught up in these tragedies and the efforts of two privileged Americans who try 
to redress these issues and achieve reform of the system. 
The story begins in November 2013 with a horrific account of a deadly fire at the fictional Millenium factory in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. 
Nasima and her sister Sonia are trapped 5 floors above ground and only Sonia survives due to the quick- thinking of 
her elder sister who uses “pants” to make a rope and to tie around her sister’s face to shield her from the deadly 

mailto:southdurhamu3a@gmail.com


Any items for the newsletter or website should be sent to southdurhamu3a@gmail.com  
Items for the next newsletter should arrive by the last day of the month. 

fumes. Sonia falls and is injured but an image of her lying inert in the dirt, the ‘mask’ still over her face, flashes around 
the world revealing the famous logo of the fictitious Presto company. 
This massive American business, possibly modelled on Walmart is considered ‘a legend in American commerce’ and 
is compelled to begin an investigation which leads to the uncovering of serious failures on its behalf. However, for 
financial reasons, it is unwilling to make widespread changes to its practices. 
Enter Joshua, a disgraced journalist who, at the instigation of a mystery whistle-blower, starts to investigate the real 
truths behind the Presto supply chain. 
The group felt this was an interesting but overlong novel which delivers an in-depth appraisal of the issues involved. 
The personal stories of the protagonists did seem somewhat sensational but were perhaps necessary to establish 
their degree of commitment to the investigation and their efforts to right these wrongs. 
As a member of the group pointed out, few people would choose to read a factual account of these issues without the 
incentive of a fictional element. 
One wonders how much has changed for the better since those terrible events.  
We are ourselves faced with daily decisions regarding the choices we make. If we avoid buying cheap clothing does 
this mean the more expensive brands operate ethical policies towards their workers? 
A thought-provoking read indeed!   Toni Carr 
 
 
READING GROUP 2  
We met on Monday 28 October to discuss The Murder Wall by Mari Hannah; a detective novel set locally around 

Newcastle.  Eleven months after discovering a brutal double murder in a Northumbrian town, Detective Chief 

Inspector Kate Daniels is still haunted by the case. Then the brutal killing of a man on Newcastle’s Quayside gives 

Kate Daniels another chance to, hopefully, solve the murder.  

The overall feeling was one of disappointment with the Book; even the North East setting was no compensation for the 

long tedious investigation of a Murder, by Senior Investigating Officer Kate Daniels and her colleagues.  Debbie 

Hardy  

STROLLERS  
On a very pleasant morning a small group met on Brinkburn Road for a walk around Brinkburn Local Nature Reserve.   

This is a pleasant walk around a tree-lined path. The nature reserve is surrounded by a variety of trees. there are 

numerous fishing and viewing platforms around the pond, providing a good spot to see the wildlife. Bird and bat boxes 

have been installed in the trees.   Continuing up from the pond it is possible to link up with the Black Path towards the 

existing Railway Line, continue towards Whessoe Road or, as we did join up with Faverdale Industrial Estate. 

From here we looped back by the Bellburn Lane Allotments, continuing on the path towards the Brinkburn for coffee. 

Debbie Hardy  

 
 
 

Ideas for new groups?                          

Two new groups have been suggested: a film group and an armchair travel group. Anyone interested 

could give their name at the next general meeting or give me a call so that we can set up informal get-

togethers to discuss how to go ahead.  

Ideas for other groups would always be welcome, and the committee 

could help, if required, to get a new group started. A range of interest 

groups can attract new members, help them to feel part of the 

organisation, and energise us all!   Judith 01325 482844 
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FUTURE PLANS FOR ALL THE GROUPS  
 
 
BOULES 
Boules is now on a break until next spring.   
 
CANASTA (1st & 3rd Thursday @ 1.45)  
We meet at the Travellers Rest at 1:45 twice a month. We have more room here and new members are very 
welcome.  Contact Margaret 
 
CURRENT AFFAIRS (4th Tuesday of the month)  
Next meeting 26 November at 2pm. 

DAVE BOYD’S INTEREST GROUP 
Hi for want of a better name we are calling this Dave's interest group which we hope will be more male oriented but 

ladies are very welcome as well. I am looking for ideas of where to go in the future.   

DESIGN APPRECIATION (4th Thursday of the month @ 2pm) 
The next scheduled meeting will be postponed from 28th November until 5th December and there will be no further 
meeting in December.  Details of subject matter will be emailed.    
 
DISCOVERERS (last Friday of the month)  
Our last visit of 2019 is to Durham Archaeology Department on Friday November 29th at 2-30pm for 2hours. Sign up 
sheet at November’s meeting. A tour with hands on session.  Please meet Cockerton Car Park to leave at 1pm to car 
share to Belmont Park & Ride (remember your bus pass) If interested contact carolboydu3a@gmail.com or  
01325496153. 
I would like to thank all members who have supported Discoverers during 2019.  Next year’s program is taking shape. 
 
GARDENING  
This group is now on its winter rest.  We shall reconvene in the Spring to look at one another’s gardens and share 
plants, cuttings and ideas.   
 
GARDENING VISITS  
A trip to Castle Howard’s ‘Christmas Masquerade event’ on Wednesday 27th November.   Only 3 places left for 
this special day out (including coach travel) -contact: Kathy Liddle Tel: 01325 484208 or Email: Kathy@theliddles.com 
 
HILLWALKING (3rd Friday of the month @ 9.30) 
The next hill walk is on Friday 15th November. It will start from Wholton and along the river towards Barnard Castle. 
There will be a lunch/fruit stop. 
 Please meet at Linden Avenue at 9.30.      Susan Tel 013250252713 
 
INTERMEDIATE WALKING (1st & 3rd Monday of the month @ 10am)  
We will be having a meeting to see which way the walking group is going as no one has come forward to take over the 

running of this group.  It will be on Monday 18th of November at 11.00 Phixx on Skinnergate. The next walk after will 

be on Monday 2nd of December route and leader to be confirmed.  

LOCAL HISTORY (3rd Tuesday of the month @ 10.30) 
On 19th November at 10.30 at Age Uk – ‘Every Picture Tells a Story’. We are going to look at a selection of interesting 
old photos of Darlington and hope that you join in with your memories of what they show!    
There will be no meeting in December – but we could meet for a pre-Christmas coffee & scone on 17th December.   
 
LUNCH GROUP (2nd Tuesday of the month @ 12.30) 
This is a new group and our first lunch will be on 12th November at The Burtree Inn.  Suggestions for future venues 

will be most welcome.  Dave         

MAH JONG (2nd & 4th Monday of the month @ 2pm) 
We meet in members’ homes on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 2.00pm.  
Contact Adrienne  
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION ( 3rd Tuesday of the month at 10am)  
November meeting will be back at the normal time 19 November when we shall be playing the Armed Man by Karl 
Jenkins 
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We also hope to see a draft programme for 2020 having established some ideas for this at the October meeting 
  
PLAY READING (3rd Tuesday of the month pm)   
Next meeting Tuesday 19th November at Susan’s to read an Alan Bennett play - ‘The Old Country’.  
 
POETRY GROUP 
This group will begin again shortly with Gill Drummond taking the lead. 
 
READING GROUP 1 (2nd Wednesday of the month pm)  
The next meeting will be on 13th November at Gillian’s when we will be discussing Testament of Youth by Vera 
Brittain. We’ll be starting at the earlier time of 2pm.  
 
READING GROUP 2 (4th Monday of the month pm)  
Our next Book is a complete change of topic, The Untold Story by Monica Ali.  We will meet on Monday 25th 
November at 46 Westfield Drive. 
 
RUMMIKUB (1st & 3rd Friday of the month @ 10am)  
As Liz will be away for 1st November and 7th December it would be nice if someone could offer their home for the 
group to meet – and maybe enjoy playing the game too!   Contact Liz  
 
STROLLERS (2nd Monday of the month  10am)     
The next Strollers will be led by Brenda and is on Monday 11th November, please meet in the Aldi Car Park, at West 

Park at 10 o clock. There is ample car parking at West Park. 

THEATRE VISIT   SUNDERLAND EMPIRE   There are a couple of places left for this theatre visit to Sunderland on 

wed 29th January to see a matinee of Cabaret.  Tickets are £37 .  We will be travelling by coach and the cost of the 

coach will be announced before the December meeting.  

I will be away in November and unable to attend that month's meeting.  However, Marie and Stella have very kindly 

agreed to look after the list.  I will also be providing theatre brochures for other venues for information. Best wishes 

Joan Sadler  

 

Group Contacts 

Boules    Sue  07811 129179 
Canasta   Margaret 485403 
Current Affairs   Gill Turnbull  07812 448094 
Dave Boyd’s Group   Dave   496153 
Design Appreciation  Clive  358247 
Discoverers   Carol  496153 
Gardening    Ruth   252054 
Garden Visits    Kathy   484208 
Hill Walking   Susan   252713 & Liz 359921 
Intermediate Walking  Dave  496153 
Local History   Debbie  482165 
Mah-Jong   Adrienne 482386 
Music for Pleasure  Pat & Barry 482391 
Play Reading   Muriel  486129 
Poetry    Gill Drummond 320182 
Reading Group 1  Ann  356847 
Reading Group 2  Debbie  482165 
Rummikub   Liz  359921  
Strollers    Brenda  07460 285978 
Theatre    Joan   358247 

 

DIARIES   There are still a few U3A 2020 diaries available to purchase at £2.75 each. Please see me at the next 
Meeting.  Those Members who have recently received one could you please make payment as soon as possible. I will 
have a receipt ready for you.   Debbie Hardy Tel 482165  dahardy@hotmail.co.uk 
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Trip to the Chilterns September 2020 

Most people will, by now, have heard about the trip to the Chilterns which we are planning for next September.  Following 

the success of this year’s trip, our latest venture is proving very popular and we have already allocated over half of the 

available places so, if you are interested, I would suggest you reserve your place without delay by contacting me on 

01325 354419 or by email to pauline.noble70@ntlworld.com.  I shall be collecting deposits of £30 per person after 

the AGM at the monthly meeting on 12 November. 

We shall be staying at the Holiday Inn at High Wycombe on a dinner, bed and breakfast basis, but the length of our 

stay is yet to be decided as some people have expressed a preference for three nights whilst others would prefer four 

nights.  The majority decision will prevail and when the final decision is made, I shall be able to finalise the itinerary. 

We shall travel south on Thursday 10 September and we shall return on either Sunday 13 September or Monday 

14 September, depending on how many nights are finally agreed.  We intend to stop at a visitor attraction to break each 

of the journeys.  One of these stops will be at Brodsworth Hall (house and gardens) near Doncaster, with free entry to 

English Heritage members.  The other stop will be determined when the return date is decided.   

Should we be staying for three nights only, one day will be spent on a tour of Windsor Castle followed by either a cruise 

on the River Thames or a visit to Cliveden Gardens (free entry to National Trust members).  The other full day will be 

spent at Bletchley Park where Alan Turing and his colleagues broke the code for the German’s Enigma machine.  This 

is a very interesting museum, which incorporates the National Museum of Computing and the National Radio Centre, 

and it warrants a full day visit but, if time permits, we shall visit the Tree Cathedral at Milton Keynes before returning to 

our hotel.   

Should we be staying for four nights, we shall spend our extra day visiting Brooklands Museum at Weybridge (aircraft, 

motors and motor cycles) which includes Concorde, Mercedes Benz World and the London Bus Museum.  I am sure 

that everyone will find something to interest them at this museum but, should anyone prefer to visit a garden instead, 

an alternative visit to the Royal Horticultural Society’s garden at Wisley, six miles from Brooklands, can be arranged if 

required.  Entry to the garden will be free to RHS members.  We plan to end the day with a cruise on the River Thames 

or a visit to Cliveden, whichever we did not do after the Windsor Castle visit. 

I shall have further information about each of the venues, with photographs, at the meeting on 12 November so do 

please have a look at these.  I hope you will then decide to join us in this new adventure. Pauline Noble 

 
Please keep Friday 13th December free for our Christmas lunch at the Masonic Hall. 

We will be taking names with payment of £20 at the next general meeting.  Menus will be available. 
Barbara and Judith 

 

 

Message from Margaret Lewis:  
 

Coffee Morning with a Christmas Theme 
On 28th November 2019      10am – noon 

 St Augustine’s Church Hall, Larchfield Street 
Organized by Darlington Inner Wheel in aid of Children’s Charities 

Tickets £1 or pay on the door 
 
 

Next Monthly Meeting – Tuesday 10th December  

Songs and Stories of Christmas – Geoff Hughes  

mailto:southdurhamu3a@gmail.com
pauline.noble70@ntlworld.com
pauline.noble70@ntlworld.com



